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(4) LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY OPTION

FOR ONE-TIME OPT OUT.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish procedures under which the attorney
for a local governmental entity which com-
menced a civil action prior to June 20, 1997,
against a participating tobacco product
manufacturer, distributor, or retailer seek-
ing recovery for expenditures attributable to
the treatment of tobacco related illnesses
and conditions, not later that 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, may elect
not to resolve any action described in sub-
section (a)(3). A local governmental entity
whose attorney makes such an election shall
not be eligible to receive payments from the
State Litigation Settlement Account. Proce-
dures under this paragraph shall permit such
a local governmental entity to make such an
election on a one-time basis.

(B) EXTENSION.—In the case of a local gov-
ernmental entity that has secured a judg-
ment against a participating tobacco prod-
uct manufacturer, distributor, or retailer in
a claim described in subsection (a)(3) prior to
or during the period described in subpara-
graph (A), and such judgment has been ap-
pealed by such manufacturer, distributor, or
retailer, such period shall be extended during
the pendency of the appeal and for an addi-
tional period as determined appropriate by
the Secretary, not to exceed one year.

(C) APPLICATION TO CERTAIN LOCAL GOVERN-
MENTAL ENTITIES.—A local governmental en-
tity that has resolved a claim described in
subsection (a)(3) with a participating to-
bacco product manufacturer, distributor, or
retailer prior to the date of enactment of
this Act may not make an election described
in subparagraph (A) if, as part of the resolu-
tion of such claim, the local governmental
entity agreed that the enactment of any na-
tional tobacco settlement legislation would
supersede the provisions of the resolution.

(c) ADDICTION AND DEPENDENCY CLAIMS;
CASTANO CIVIL ACTIONS.—

(1) ADDICTION AND DEPENDENCE CLAIMS
BARRED.—In any civil action to which this
title applies, no addiction claim or depend-
ence claim may be filed or maintained
against a participating tobacco product
manufacturer.

(2) CASTANO CIVIL ACTIONS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The rights and benefits

afforded in section 221 of this Act, and the
various research activities envisioned by this
Act, are provided in settlement of, and shall
constitute a remedy for the purpose of deter-
mining civil liability as to those addiction or
dependence claims asserted in the Castano
Civil Actions. The Castano Civil Actions
shall be dismissed to the extent that they
seek relief in the nature of public programs
to assist addicted smokers to overcome their
addiction or other publicly available health
programs with full reservation of the rights
of individual class members to pursue claims
not based on addiction or dependency in civil
actions in accordance with this Act.

(B) ARBITRATION.—For purposes of award-
ing attorneys fees and expenses for those ac-
tions subject to this subsection, the matter
at issue shall be submitted to arbitration be-
fore one panel of arbitrators. In any such ar-
bitration, the arbitration panel shall consist
of 3 persons, one of whom shall be chosen by
the attorneys of the Castano Plaintiffs’ Liti-
gation Committee who were signatories to
the Memorandum of Understanding dated
June 20, 1997, by and between tobacco prod-
uct manufacturers, the Attorneys General,
and private attorneys, one of whom shall be
chosen by the participating tobacco product
manufacturers, and one of whom shall be
chosen jointly by those 2 arbitrators.

(C) PAYMENT OF AWARDS.—The participat-
ing tobacco product manufacturers shall pay
the arbitration award.

(d) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—
(1) POST ENACTMENT CLAIMS.—Nothing in

this title shall be construed to limit the abil-
ity of a government or person to commence
an action against a participating tobacco
product manufacturer, distributor, or re-
tailer with respect to a claim that is based
on the conduct of such manufacturer, dis-
tributor, or retailer that occurred after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(2) NO LIMITATION ON PERSON.—Nothing in
this title shall be construed to limit the
right of a government (other than a State or
local government as provided for under sub-
section (a) and (b)) or person to commence
any civil claim for past, present, or future
conduct by participating tobacco product
manufacturers, distributors, or retailers.

(3) CRIMINAL LIABILITY.—Nothing in this
title shall be construed to limit the criminal
liability of a participating tobacco product
manufacturer, distributor or retailer or its
officers, directors, employees, successors, or
assigns.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means an

individual, partnership, corporation, parent
corporation or any other business or legal
entity or successor in interest of any such
person.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Health and Human
Services.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Energy and Natural Resources
be granted permission to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 20, for purposes of conducting
a Full Committee business meeting
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m.
The purpose of this business meeting is
to consider pending calendar business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, May 20, 1998 at 10:00
a.m. and 4:15 p.m. to hold two hearings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 20, 1998 at
10:00 a.m. to mark up the following: S.
1691, the American Indian Equal Jus-
tice Act; and S. 2069, a bill to permit
the mineral leasing of Indian land lo-
cated within the Fort Berthold Indian
Reservation. The Committee will meet
in room 485 of the Russell Senate Office
Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate

on Wednesday, May 20, 1998 at 10:00
a.m. in room 226 on the Senate Dirksen
Office Building to hold a hearing on ‘‘S.
1845, the Child Custody Protection
Act.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 20, 1998 at
2:30 p.m. to hold a nomination hearing
on Joan A. Dempsey to be Deputy Di-
rector of Central Intelligence for Com-
munity Management.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be permitted to
meet on May 20, 1998 at 9:30 a.m. in
Dirsken 628 for the purpose of conduct-
ing a forum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS AND FISHERIES

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Oceans
and Fisheries Subcommittee of the
Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation be author-
ized to meet on Wednesday, May 20,
1998, at 9:30 am on harmful algal
blooms.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY, TERRORISM,
AND GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Technology, Terrorism,
and Government Information, of the
Senate Judiciary Committee be au-
thorized to hold a hearing during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
May 20, 1998 at 2:30 p.m. in room 226,
Senate Dirksen Office Building, on: ‘‘S.
512, Identity Theft.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RELIGIOUS GROUPS CHALLENGE
GROWING INTOLERANCE IN EU-
ROPE

∑ Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, I rise
today to comment on an issue that
concerns many Americans, religious
intolerance in Europe. As Chairman of
the Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, I chaired a hear-
ing on September 18, 1997, on ‘‘Reli-
gious Intolerance in Europe Today.’’
We heard compelling testimony on the
rise of religious intolerance in Europe
from representatives of the Muslim and
Jewish faiths, Orthodox Church,
Roman Catholic Church, an evangelical
Protestant church, the Church of the
Latter Day Saints, Jehovah’s Witness,
and the Church of Scientology.
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The testimony indicated the follow-

ing:
Muslims in Europe have been sub-

jected to genocide, mass killings,
forced migration and torture, including
rape, in the former Yugoslavia; harass-
ment, including police brutality and
attacks and other hate crimes by ex-
tremist groups against Muslims have
been reported throughout Europe, par-
ticularly in Germany, France and the
United Kingdom; Muslims have been
denied permits to build or repair
mosques in the Czech Republic, Bul-
garia, and elsewhere in Europe; Muslim
women are frequently the subject of at-
tacks, discrimination and other forms
of abuse and harassment because they
choose to wear a head covering;

Struggling Jewish communities in
Eastern Europe are often made the
scapegoats for the pain of the transi-
tion from centrally planned economies
to market capitalism; the desecration
of Jewish cemeteries and memorials
has been on the rise; and anti-Semitic
publications, such as The Protocols of
Zion, and neo-Nazi computer games
have received wider distribution ac-
companied by the rise of skinhead
gangs and hatemongers throughout Eu-
rope;

The Greek Orthodox Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate has been subject to recur-
ring acts of violence, and faces serious
obstacles imposed by the Government
of Turkey, including the closing of the
Theological School of Halki, which
have a detrimental impact on the ac-
tivities of the Patriarchate and Ortho-
dox believers in Turkey;

Catholic believers face harassment
and violence in parts of Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Croatia as well as
Northern Ireland, and they face serious
impediments to the practice of their
faith elsewhere in Europe, including in
Belarus, Russia, Greece, Turkey, and
Romania;

Some evangelical and charismatic
Christian churches have been denied
registration by the Governments of
Bulgaria, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and
Greece and have been harassed, as well
as have reportedly had religious mate-
rials confiscated; at least one char-
ismatic church in Germany has come
under intense scrutiny by the local of-
ficials and the German Bundestag’s
Commission of Inquiry on So-called
Sects and Psycho-Groups, faced other
forms of harassment, and been the tar-
get of vandalism and threats of vio-
lence;

Jehovah’s Witnesses have been de-
nied registration in a number of OSCE
participating States, including Arme-
nia, Austria, Bulgaria, Greece, and
Latvia; have been subjected to various
forms of harassment, including the pro-
hibition on importation of religious lit-
erature and denial of the freedom to as-
semble for worship services; France’s
Parliamentary Commission on Sects
has categorized Jehovah’s Witnesses as
a ‘‘criminal sect’’ for its prohibition
against blood transfusions; Germany’s
Federal Administrative Court has de-

nied legal status to the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses;

Mormons have been subjected to con-
tinued acts of harassment, including
confiscation of religious materials, and
assault, in Bulgaria; and are prevented
from freely sharing their beliefs in sev-
eral OSCE participating States, includ-
ing Greece and Turkey; and

Scientologists, including U.S. citi-
zens, have been subjected to pervasive
civil, political and economic discrimi-
nation, harassment, surveillance, and
orchestrated boycotts in Germany.

In the months following this hearing,
the Helsinki Commission has noted a
chilling effect on religious liberty from
actions taken by national parliaments.
A law passed on December 10, 1997 by
the Austrian Parliament requires that
a religious group prove a 20-year exist-
ence, have a creed distinct from pre-
viously registered groups, and have a
membership of at least 0.02% of the
population or 16,000 members before
they are granted full rights under law.
Concerns over this law were raised in
Vienna by a Helsinki Commission dele-
gation this past January. A similar law
was passed in 1997 in Macedonia. In
January 1998, a Helsinki Commission
delegation, lead by Co-Chairman CHRIS-
TOPHER SMITH, traveled to Moscow to
discuss concerns with the 1997 Russian
religion law with Russian government
officials, minority religious groups,
and the Russian Orthodox Church.

Some governments have passed laws
creating government information cen-
ters to alert the public to ‘‘dangerous’’
groups. The Austrian and Belgian gov-
ernments have set up hotlines for the
public and, through government spon-
sored advisory centers, distribute in-
formation on groups deemed ‘‘dan-
gerous.’’ In official Austrian literature,
Jehovah’s Witnesses are labeled ‘‘dan-
gerous’’ and members of this group re-
port that the stigma associated with
this government label is difficult to
overcome in Austrian society. These
information centers directly violate
the commitments that Austria and
Belgium have made as participating
States of the OSCE to ‘‘foster a climate
of mutual tolerance and respect,’’ in
paragraph 16 of the Vienna Concluding
Document, and represent excessive
governmental intrusion into the public
discussion on religious matters.

Several western European Par-
liaments have or are currently inves-
tigating and reporting on the activities
of minority religious groups. These
parliamentary investigations have also
had a chilling effect on religious lib-
erty and appear to cause a public back-
lash against groups being investigated
or labeled ‘‘dangerous.’’ For instance,
the German Parliament is currently
conducting its investigation into ‘‘dan-
gerous sects’’ and ‘‘psycho-groups’’ and
issued an interim report in January
1998. At the Helsinki Commission’s
September 18 hearing, at least one
independent evangelical church re-
ported a direct correlation between the
harassment, vandalism and threats of

violence they experience and the inves-
tigation by the German Parliament’s
commission. The French Parliament’s
report contained a list of ‘‘dangerous’’
groups in order to warn the public
against them and the Belgian Par-
liament’s report had an informal ap-
pendix which was widely circulated,
which included allegations against
many mainline Catholic groups, Quak-
ers, Hasidic Jews, Buddhists, and the
YWCA (although not the YMCA).

On Wednesday, May 20, 1998, a coali-
tion of religious groups, including Ha-
sidic Jews, Hindu, Bahia, Seventh Day
Adventist, evangelical Protestant and
charismatic Catholic communities,
Plan to hold a press conference in
Brussels to announce that they are
about to launch a court challenge to
the Belgian Parliamentary Report and
the Belgian Government’s Advice and
Information Center. The premise of the
legal challenge is that these actions by
the Belgian government violate Bel-
gium’s international commitments to
religious liberty. I am pleased to see
these and other groups such as Human
Rights Without Frontiers standing up
for this fundamental freedom, and act-
ing to highlight and challenge the ac-
tions by European governments that
violate the Helsinki Accords and other
international commitments on reli-
gious liberty.

Mr. President, the recent action by
the House adopting the Freedom From
Religious Persecution Act, and pending
consideration of that bill and parallel
measures in the Senate, clearly show
that this issue is one that concerns
Americans. Many Americans have fam-
ily or friends who are citizens in coun-
tries that have solemnly promised to
protect religious liberty, but then re-
strict it or deny it. Many Americans,
through their own religious affili-
ations, make donations to support the
work of their denominations outside
this country, or take part in that work
themselves as a personal expression of
their beliefs. Actions taken by foreign
governments that have promised to
protect religious liberty and then vio-
late these promises can and do directly
affect American citizens during their
travels for business or pleasure, when
they support the overseas religious ef-
forts of their faiths by donations or
personal participation, or through neg-
ative effects on their relatives and
friends who reside in these countries.

Accordingly, I call upon my col-
leagues to remain vigilant on this sub-
ject, and assure them and all Ameri-
cans that the Commission will remain
active and engaged as we seek to docu-
ment violations and protect the rights
of affected persons.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO RABBI MOSHE
SHERER

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
regret to inform my colleagues in the
Senate of the death on Sunday, May 17
of Rabbi Moshe Sherer, President of
Agudath Israel of America, a vibrant
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